
The Coffey Residency 
The Coffey Residency is supported by the 
Marjorie S. Coffey Library Endowment. This 
endowment supports the George A. Smathers 
Libraries at the University of Florida with special 
attention to the donor’s interest in miniature 
books and livres d’artiste.

Initiated in 2015, the artists’ residency is an 
opportunity for a selected artist to research 
materials from the Special and Area Studies 
Collections (SASC) at University of Florida 
George A. Smathers Libraries as the impetus for 
the creation of an editioned artists’ book.

During the semester-long residency, the artist 
interacts with librarians, curators, faculty, and 
students across campus. Production of the project 
involves conference, consultation, and technical 
assistance from Ellen Knudson, Associate in 
Book Arts. 

RESIDENCY DETAILS:
•  Artist receives a stipend from the Coffey 

Endowment for the duration of the residency.
•  Materials (paper, inks, adhesive, tools, 

binders board, photopolymer plates, etc.) are 
purchased by SASC through the endowment.

•  Both the artist and SASC receive a portion of 
the finished edition. (The edition size is deter-
mined by the project’s complexity.) A copy of 
the book becomes part of the Artists’ Book 
collection at SASC, a copy goes to the endow-
ment donor, and a copy goes to the President 
of the University of Florida.

•  The artist’s production materials (printing plates 
and/or blocks, drawings, writings, etc.) are 
collected in an archive of the project and 
stored in SASC.

•  All printed materials of the residency are 
produced in cooperation with the School of 
Art and Art History (SA+AH) using the letter-
press printing and book-making facilities. The 
editions are a collaboration between SA+AH 
and Library Press @ UF.

SELECTION PROCESS:
•  The residency artist is selected by the Coffey 

Residency committee members. 
•  In alternating years, the resident artists  

are selected or invited at the discretion of  
the committee.

RESIDENCY OUTCOMES:
•  The Coffey Residency has become  

nationally recognized in the book arts 
community and the books produced  
from the residency have been well and  
widely acclaimed.

•  Collaboration across disciplines in conjunc-
tion with George A. Smathers Libraries at the 
University of Florida (Library Press @ UF) and 
the School of Art and Art History.

•  Peer institutions that have acquired the Coffey 
Residency publications are, University of 
Miami, University of Illinois, University of South 
Carolina, University of Iowa, Washington 
University, and Michigan State University.

2015 ////  emily martin ////  all sorts 2016 ////  molly kempson ////  the woodpeckers of florida 2017 ////  h.m.  batsel ////  ephemerus

All Sorts
•  All Sorts is the inaugural artist’s book edition from the 

Marjorie S. Coffey Library Endowment Residency at the 
George A. Smathers Libraries at the University of Florida 
and the first publication of the Library Press @ UF. 

•  Emily Martin researched the contents of the Jerry Chicone 
Jr. Citrus Crate Label Collection. She learned the grading 
system for citrus is displayed through label color: blue = best 
quality, red = second quality, yellow = third quality. Martin 
designed a 3D tunnel book using direct references from the 
labels as design elements in the book. The piece is 9” x 
9” square, the same size as many of the fruit crate labels. 
The artist was intrigued by the concept of labeling and in 
response created an alphabetic system of words that are 
used to “label” people. 

•  All Sorts was selected as a Gallery Choice award winner 
in the exhibit Pop-Up Now II, an international, juried exhibi-
tion of handmade pop-up and movable artists books at 23 
Sandy Gallery, Portland, OR.

COFFEY RESIDENCY 2015
6-week Summer residency

Emily Martin / Naughty Dog Press
University of Iowa

Labels from the Jerry 
Chicone Jr. Citrus Crate 
Label Collection that influ-
enced the design of All 
Sorts.

Photo credit: Emily Martin.

The Woodpeckers of Florida
•  The Woodpeckers of Florida is the 2016 artist’s book edition from 

the Marjorie S. Coffey Library Endowment Residency at the George 
A. Smathers Libraries at the University of Florida. 

•  The book was designed by Molly Kempson (Spotty Boy Press) 
during the six-week residency in the summer of 2016. The book is 
inspired by Kempson’s research and study of natural history texts 
from the Harold and Mary Jean Hanson Rare Book Collection and 
the Baldwin Children’s Book Collection in the Special and Area 
Studies Collections 

•  The Woodpeckers of Florida is a portfolio of eight prints letter-
press printed from linoleum reduction blocks illustrated, handcut, 
and printed by Molly Kempson. The portfolios were printed and 
produced by Ellen Knudson and Molly Kempson.

COFFEY RESIDENCY 2016
6-week Summer residency

Molly Kempson / Spotty Boy Press
Gainesville, Florida (UF Art Education grad alumnus)

Photo credit: Ellen Knudson.

r ight:  Detail of woodpecker from The Picture 
Book of Birds by J.G. Woods, from the Bald-

win Childrens’ Book Collection. (1875).

lef t: Cover of the book Bilder-Sauberei from 
the Baldwin Children’s Book Collection in the 
Special and Area Studies Collections.
far left: Detail from the book Works of the 
Highly Experienced and Famous Chymist, 
John R. Glauber (1689) from the Harold 

and Mary Jean Hanson Rare Book Collection 
in the Special and Area Studies Collections.

Ephemerus
•  Ephemerus is the 2017 artist’s book edition from the Marjorie 

S. Coffey Library Endowment Residency at the George A. 
Smathers Libraries at the University of Florida. The book was 
designed by H.M. (Hannah) Batsel (Chicago, Illinois) during the 
semester-long residency in the fall of 2017. The book is inspired 
by Batsel’s research and study of occult and magical texts from 
the Harold and Mary Jean Hanson Rare Book Collection and 
movable books from the Baldwin Children’s Book Collection in 
the Special and Area Studies Collections Department

•  Ephemerus tells the story of a magician and his dying appren-
tice who the magician attempts to spare from death through his 
mastery of magic and spiritual negotiation. The story reveals the 
limitations of power and the reality of human frailty.

•  Ephemerus is a drum-leaf binding that incoporates foldout 
panels and moveable, pop-up elements in the book.

CoffEy RESIdEnCy 2017
15-week Fall semester residency

H.M. Batsel
Chicago, Illinois

Photo credit: Hannah Batsel.

e.  haven hawley ////  ellen knudson ////  ann lindell

InspIred by specIal collectIons:
The Marjorie S.Coffey arTiST Book  

reSidenCy aT The UniverSiTy of florida


